PACIFIC BEACH PLANNING GROUP
EARL AND BIRDIE TAYLOR LIBRARY

APPROVED MINUTES FOR MEETING FEBRUARY 27, 2008

6:38p  Meeting called to order.  Attendees: Jeton Prince, Kathy Mateer, Barry Schneider, Marshall Peden, James Krokee, John Shannon, James Lester, Robert Citrano, Marcie Beckett (6:40p), Paul Thackrey, Jim Morrison (7:25p), Jim Lester, and Barbara Williams.  Barry Schneider made a motion to approve the January minutes, Jim Krokee seconded the motion.  Motion carried 

10-0-0.

Agenda change:  Suggestion to put 3955 Gresham St. and 3980 Riviera Drive together on the agenda.  

Non-Agenda Public Comment:  None

Government Office Reports:

Mayor Sander’s Office – No one present

Council District 2 – (Thyme Curtis)  Thyme reported that the PB Parking District is advisory only, therefore it doesn’t need a conflict of interest code.  It is under the Brown Act.  Newsracks – owners must have the permit they paid for displayed on the rack.  If there is a rack that is in question regarding permit Thyme needs to be notified with the name of the publication. 

Longe Range Planner – (Lesley Henegar)  Not present

Chair’s Report – (Kathy Mateer) Kathy Mateer reported on the status of the upcoming elections of the PBPG Board.  She announced that the Rooming House Ordinance will be discussed at City Council Chambers March 24, 2008 at 2:00p. Also the General Plan will be reviewed on March 10, 2008.

Website (Corey Koberg)  Not present

Scott Chipman wanted to be counted as attending the meeting because he is running for the Board in census tract 78.00.  Patrick O’Neill is running for a commercial position, his attendance was recorded.

Action Items:  Presentation by subcommittee for Residential and Commercial /Mixed Use Action Items

Residential Subcommittee Projects (Barry Schneider)

3955 Gresham Street – Project 140700 Map Waiver and CDP to create condominiums from 4 residential units in the RM2-5 zone
Applicant, Paul Ross, was present

Barry Schneider made a motion to approve the project with the requirement that applicant provides storage space for recycling bins.  

Jim Krokee seconded the motion.

Discussion:  Marcie Beckett asked about the similarity of this project and 3980 Riviera Drive.  She suggested design be varied with different stucco and paint colors.
Motion approved 10-0-0
3980 Riviera Drive – Project 140703 Map Waiver and CDP to create 4 condominiums from 4 residential units in RM2-5 zone

Applicant, Paul Ross, was present

Barry Schneider made a motion to approve the project with the requirement that applicant provides storage space for recycling bins

Paul Thackrey seconded the motion

Discussion:  Marcie Beckett expressed concern that there be space for the recycle bins because in the future that will be required

Barry Schneider wanted to make a note that future applicants should be encouraged to provide space for both recycle and other trash containers.

Motion carried 10-0-0

1116 Felspar Street – Project 6597  Request for variance for tandem parking.  Demo existing two car garage on rear of property and build a 798 sq. ft. one bedroom unit on top of new four car tandem garage (Variance) on a 25 ft. lot which will keep the existing single family one bedroom home on front lot.  
Applicant, Anthony Falletta, was present.

Barry Schneider made a motion to deny the project because we don’t like variances.  

Barbara Williams seconded the motion.

Discussion: Jim Krokee said lot size and zoning allow for 2 units and owner is providing one more parking space than required.

Marcie Beckett felt present property is not well-maintained and wondered if new project will be an improvement.  Jim Lester felt that small lots can be a building problem.

Motion did not carry 2-9-0

Jeton Prince, Marshall Peden, James Krokee, John Shannon, James Lester, Robert Citrano, Paul Thackrey, Marcie Beckett and Jim Morrison did not approve the motion.
New Motion made by Jim Krokee to approve the project

John Shannon seconded the motion.
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Discussion:  Jim Krokee felt we have an opportunity to get two 1 bedroom units with more than adequate parking and the small lot presented a hardship for the owner.  

Motion carried 9-2-0

Barry Schneider and Barbara Williams did not approve the motion.
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3943-47 Sequoia Street – Project 137821 Demolish one existing sfr and construct two single family residences on two 25’ lots in RM1-1 zone.
Applicant, Dan Linn, was present

Marcie Beckett made a motion to deny the project because units exceed the bulk and scale of the neighborhood.  

Jeton Prince seconded the motion.

Discussion:  Barry Schneider felt design of the projects was too similar to other units on the same block.  Jim Krokee said old structures are disappearing and we need to look at what is happening in our community.  Jim Lester felt if you are building for a family you are going to get these types of units because you need the space.  He felt the city has put forth guidelines that don’t give a lot of options for design.  It was suggested Dan Linn and others bring their projects to the subcommittee early so that suggestions can be given about varying the design of the project.
Motion did not carry 4-7-0

Paul Thackrey, Jim Krokee, Jim Lester, Robert Citrano, John Shannon, Marshall Peden and Jim Morrison denied the motion.

Jim Krokee made a motion to approve the project with an encouragement to distinguish this project from his previous buildings
Paul Thackrey seconded the motion

Motion carried 7-4-0

Barbara Williams, Barry Schneider, Marcie Beckett and Jeton denied the motion.

Presentations (Action Items):
Lisa Silverman from SAY (Social Advocates for Youth) San Diego.  Action Item to support a crack down on smoke shops for selling illegal drug paraphernalia in PB.  Lisa displayed a map indicating location of 10 smoke shops in PB.  She informed the Board that San Diego has the laws and ordinances to enforce removing drug paraphernalia from smoke shops we just need to enforce them.  Marcie Beckett presented a draft letter to Kevin Faulconer requesting vigorous enforcement of existing laws and she made a motion to send this letter.  Barry Schneider seconded the motion.
Discussion:  Marshall Peden felt we are getting into an area we as the PBPG can’t be in.  

Motion carried 10-1-0

Marshall Peden voted against  the motion.

Ben Nichols from Discover Bacific Beach gave a 5 minute presentation about the Beach Area Clean and Safe Program.  He said they are assessing PB’s quality of life, alcohol crimes, stagnation of development, street repair and maintenance and security.

Ann Van Leer’s letter regarding the Rose Creek Canyon Project:  concern about the project not including anything about the long awaited pedestrian and bike bridge on east PB Drive.  Kathy Mateer will write a letter stating that we won’t support the project unless it includes the bridge.

Ad-Hoc Committee Reports:

Election Committee  (Jeton Prince): Ads ran in the Beach and Bay Press netted about 7 responses, all from district 80.01.  We still need commercial spots to be filled.  Marcie Beckett and Marshal Peden will give out ballots and count them at the election on March 26, 2008 from 5:30p to 6:30p.
ByLaws Committee(Jim Lester):  Jim left at 9:05p

Traffic and Parking (Jim Morrison): Request for stop sign at Crown Point Drive and La Mancha – Jim had a petition with signatures proposing a stop sign be posted where there is presently a pedestrian walk across CP Drive.  Lee Darling, resident on Crown Point Drive said that the traffic is heavy along this street and traffic is not stopping for pedestrians crossing in the crosswalk.  Jim Morrison said the the City’s point count policy for stop signs gives this area a score of 9 when 20 is needed for a sign.  Marcie Beckett felt that the crosswalk provides a false sense of security for pedestrians.  

Jim Morrison made a motion to approve the stop sign.

Marcie Beckett seconded the motion.

Motion carried 7-3-0

Barry Schneider, Jim Krokee and Marshall Peden voted against the motion.

Jeton Prince shared a picture of a sign he saw posted in Newport Beach alerting drivers to slow down while entering residential zones.  Jeton Prince made a motion that we should put similar signs at entry points to PB.
Jim Morrison seconded the motion

Motion carried 10-0-0
Community Plan Amendments (Marcie Beckett):  Marcie announced a meeting at the PB Library on March 13, 2008 at 12:00 noon for feedback on design guidelines for the Community Plan

Neighborhood Code Compliance (Barbara Williams):  No report
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Special Events (Barbara Williams): Marcie Beckett gave a report.  The PB Town Council still not participating on this committee.  If they continue this position Special Events Committee will decide how to fill these spots.  There are also 3 at large spots that will have to be filled, criteria to fill them is needed.  Events currently under review are Stay Classy Charity Jam 4/29/08 and a Brazilian Event  9/7/08.

Meeting adjourned 9:02p

Per Council policy, the PBPG posts minutes within two weeks after they are approved at welovepb.org and pbplanning.org.  The current minutes and upcoming agendas are also posted at welovepb.org 72 hours before a meeting and they are available on the community bulletin board at the PB Library.  Previously approved monthly minutes are in a binder at the Library.
Respectfully submitted by Barbara Williams
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